The Burren Birds of Prey Centre and Aillwee Cave Present

First Annual Raptor
Conservation Seminar

Saturday, 7th November, 2009
Aillwee Cave, Ballyvaughan, Co Clare

PRESS RELEASE AND INVITATION



Raptors are many things:
Vital components in the balance of nature.

lconic predators that have enthralled man
since ancient fimes.

Paeans to evolutionary perfection.

And, sadly, some of the most persecuted animals
in human history.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO

Raptor Research and Conservation in
Northern Ireland

and Raptor Monitoring Schemes

Presented by
Dr Marc Ruddock, Queens University, Belfast and Northern
Ireland Raptor Study Group

After centuries of persecution anc es’nade misuse, Ireland
has the lowest diversity of E




AN INTRODUCTION TO
The Asian Vulture Cirisis

Presented by
Dr Richard Cuthburt, RSPB and Vulture Rescue

Tens of millions of vultures used to be present across India, Pakistan
and Nepal.

Since the early 1990s, three vulture species — the Oriental White-
Backed Vulture, Long- Bllled Vi I’rure and Slender-billed Vulture —have
undergone catastrop c d ' afiens have decreased by
af least 99.9% in Indlo ;, r ' by 92% in five years
in Pakistan. 4
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10.00 - Arrival & Tea/Coffee

10.30 - Welcome & Introductions, Mission Statement /
Purpose of Centre & Seminar, Funding Opportunities and
Conservation Goals
— Ben Johnson (Burren Birds of Prey Centre),
Eoghan Ryan (lrish Hawking Club)

11.00 — Raptor Research & Conservation in Northern Ireland

and Raptor Monitoring Schemes
— Dr Marc Ruddock

12.00 - Lunch
13.15 - Tour of Centre and Flying Demonstiration

14.30 - Asian Vulture Crisis and Conservation in Nepal
— Dr Richard Cuthbert, with introduction by James Irons

15.30 - Tea & Coffee

16.00 — Questions & Answers:
Resolutions and Close

RSVP (and for advice on accommodation)

Tracy Lynch, Alllwee Cave
0657077036
or
James Irons, Burren Birds of Prey Centre
086 6065883



